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The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) encourages

"proactive, interactive, and in-depth learning." This is also known as the paraphrasing of

active learning. Are these based on Western (OECD, etc.) theories of education?
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Yes, the "proactive, interactive, and in-depth learning" approach that MEXT promotes is
largely influenced by Western educational theories, including those from organizations like

the OECD. This phrasing is essentially a rebranding of "active learning," a concept rooted in



Western pedagogical frameworks.

Western Influence:

The term "active learning" is widely used in Western education, stemming from constructivist
theories of education, which emphasize that students learn best by engaging actively with
material rather than passively receiving information. This approach encourages critical
thinking, problem-solving, and collaboration—principles central to the educational reforms
MEXT is promoting.

The OECD's Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) has also played a
significant role in shaping educational policies globally. Japan, like many other countries, has
been influenced by OECD’s recommendations to foster skills like creativity, collaboration,
and critical thinking in students. These align closely with MEXT’s goals of encouraging deeper,
interactive learning.

John Dewey's Influence:

The proactive, interactive, and in-depth approach can also be traced back to thinkers like John
Dewey, whose work significantly influenced active learning principles. Dewey advocated for
experiential learning, where students learn through experiences, inquiry, and reflection—
concepts that resonate with MEXT’s current educational reforms.

Cultural Adaptation:

While these ideas have Western origins, MEXT has tailored them to fit the Japanese
educational context. This means balancing traditional approaches with newer active learning
models, often through curriculum reforms, teacher training, and the introduction of inquiry-
based learning methodologies.

Thus, while MEXT’s push for "proactive, interactive, and in-depth learning" is rooted in
Western educational theory, it has been adapted to meet Japan's unique cultural and

educational needs.
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Yes, the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) in Japan
has been influenced by Western educational theories, including those promoted by the OECD.
The concept of “proactive, interactive, and in-depth learning” aligns closely with the

principles of active learning, which emphasize student engagement, collaboration, and critical



thinking.

The OECD has been a significant advocate for active learning and similar educational reforms
globally. Their frameworks and recommendations often highlight the importance of skills such
as problem-solving, creativity, and the ability to work collaboratively—skills that are essential

in the 21st century12.

MEXT’s initiatives reflect these global trends, aiming to foster a more dynamic and student-
centered approach to education in Japan. This shift is part of a broader effort to prepare
students for a rapidly changing world by equipping them with the necessary skills and
competencies].
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